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WHAT’S ON

Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra at the Hexagon

The Hexagon’s Resident Orchestra, the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, return
with two concerts on Sunday, February 23. 

At 11.30am, the hugely entertaining and energetic Tim Steiner leads us in
another fantastic Noisy Kids concert, Circus. 

Circus will feature music from The Greatest Showman, Carmen, Monty
Python, Entry of the Gladiators and much more. A fun-filled family concert
introducing your children to the orchestra with bite-sized pieces of well-

known music mixed with fun and games, all from your ringside
seat. 
Not forgetting after-concert activities in the foyers – a creative

activity run by our friends at Jelly, ‘have-a-go’ instruments
sessions in association with Hickies and Aldworth Philharmonic
Orchestra and an array of food available in the café. 

At 7.30pm, the orchestra present a programme of Glinka,
Brahms and Tchaikovsky. 

Rich in harmony and tenderness, Brahms’ Double Concerto is not
to be missed. Favoured for its heart-swelling melodic balance
between the cello and violin, against the abundance of the
orchestra, it then climaxes with joyful triumph and majesty. 
The second half of this concert is dedicated to Tchaikovsky’s

monumental Symphony No5.
The composer’s use of the recurring ‘fate’ theme as an emotional

core paints new orchestral colours in each movement with
intensity and purpose. It is rightfully remembered as one of the
great romantic symphonies.

Noisy Kids tickets are £11 Adults, £9 child, £32 Family of Four, £8
Groups 10+. Full price tickets for RPO evening concert at The
Hexagon are £17 - £28. Concessions & Groups rate available. 

Box Office: 0118 960 6060. 
For more details, to download
a full  brochure or book online

visit
www.whatsonreading.com 

Ticket prices shown are
inclusive of booking fee.

RPO conductor Domingo Hindoyan

HENLEY DESIGN DAY

There will be plenty of reasons to drop in on Henley Design
Day in the Town Hall, on Saturday March 7 to chat with
architects and designers. 
Feeling cramped in your house? Need to bounce around

your ideas for your space? Or perhaps you have a problem
– a really tricky, no-way-round-it problem – with achieving
what you need your home to provide?
Roger and Canny Appleyard owe their dream house to

Henley Design Day. The couple had been refused planning
permission to convert the garage of their Victorian semi-
detached home on Reading Road, Henley into a new room
for their family. 
They had appealed the decision, but the planning

inspector was adamant that their idea of replacing the
garage doors with a bay window would make the single
storey look like ‘a truncated remnant’.
Frustrated, the Appleyards found three separate architects

exhibiting at Henley Design Day to discuss fresh ideas. 
One, Allister Godfrey, simply clicked with them. “He

listened really carefully,” explains Canny. “He completely
understood what we wanted – nothing fancy, just an
extension that looked as though it was always there.”
Allister redesigned the garage conversion with two

storeys, rebuilding its front façade using matching
brickwork and sash windows to match the existing house.
He contoured the new roof so that the second-floor
windows and views were unaffected. The eaves line closely
matches the extension on the next door house, so that the
pair look neatly balanced.
Inside, the garage was turned into a playroom and the

floor above became the master bedroom with an en-suite

and dressing area, plus a feature vaulted ceiling.
Canny says they were thrilled to have found Allister through the Design Day.

“Choosing the right architect for your project isn’t always easy – but we knew
Allister was ‘the one’ and we were happy with everything he did.”

For more information call 0118 987 4900 or email Sarah.Miller@riba.org

Henley Design Day

Above: the Appleyards’ home before the changes. Below: after the redesign.
Left: Canny with architect Allister Godfrey
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